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“AUDIBLE SIGHS” 
By MARK McCLAIN

ACROSS
	 1	 Criticize harshly
	 5	 Literary captain
	 9	 “Quo __”: 1951 

film
	 14	 Dome opening?
	 19	 High school 

outbreak
	 20	 2017 Basketball 

Hall of Fame 
inductee 
Rebecca __

	 21	 Memoir 
featuring Ike

	 22	 Sharpening tool
	 23	 Therapeutic 

specialty
	 26	 Ageless pitcher 

Satchel
	 27	 Keyed up
	 28	 Cadillac SUV
	 29	 Pulled without 

warning
	 30	 Energy 

restoration 
source

	 32	 Moon goddess
	 33	 Spares for 

Venus
	 34	 Balcony barrier
	 38	 Hamilton’s prov.
	 39	 Clark of DC 

Comics
	 40	 See 83-Across
	 41	 Geology, for 

one
	 45	 “Let’s get 

crackin’!”
	 49	 Feeling that 

may remind you 
of food

	 51	 Seldom seen
	 52	 First name in 

cosmetics
	 53	 Actor in “Going 

in Style” (2017)
	 54	 Balance sheet 

item
	 56	 Have an 

objection
	 58	 Will 

beneficiaries
	 60	 “Born Free” 

lioness
	 62	 Come to the 

surface
	 65	 Plops down
	 66	 __ fly: RBI 

producer
	 68	 Antique tool 

hung on some 
pub walls

	 72	 Leaky tire 
sound

	 73	 Watch cover
	 75	 Blue Grotto isle
	 76	 1986 Starship 

chart-topper
	 78	 Entertainment 

icons
	 81	 Yuletide
	 83	 With 40-Across, 

boxer with a 
24-0 lifetime 
record

	 86	 Kate’s TV mate
	 87	 ’60s Van Dyke 

co-star

	 90	 Potter’s supply
	 92	 “The Ghost of 

Frankenstein” 
role

	 93	 Argued, as a 
case

	 94	 Clapboard
	 97	 O’er and o’er
	 98	 High hair style
	 99	 Letters before 

F?
	100	 Signs a new 

lease for
	102	 Rain and snow
	106	 Lopped
	109	 Wye follower, in 

Wye
	110	 Frills
	111	 Quarantines
	113	 Little rows
	117	 Farm units
	118	 Result of too 

much speed, 
perhaps

	120	 Queen of 
France

	121	 Fix, as laces
	122	 Dig it
	123	 One of 

Chekhov’s 
“Three Sisters”

	124	 Blind parts
	125	 Like items in 

potpourri: Abbr.

	126	 Retired slugger, 
familiarly

	127	 Sore throat sign

DOWN
	 1	 “Goldberg 

Variations” 
composer

	 2	 In some pain
	 3	 Little cut
	 4	 Capital near the 

Great Divide
	 5	 The Zugspitze, 

e.g.
	 6	 Swindle, in 

slang
	 7	 Deep space
	 8	 Italian ball 

game
	 9	 Reason for an 

R rating
	 10	 Legendary 

island
	 11	 Simple 

semiconductor
	 12	 “Bus Stop” 

playwright
	 13	 For example
	 14	 Point of view
	 15	 Desolate
	 16	 Tot’s transport
	 17	 Name 

synonymous 
with synonyms

	 18	 Slanted 
columns

	 24	 Hang loosely
	 25	 MLB’s Angels, 

in sportscasts
	 29	 Lily’s “Grace 

and Frankie” 
co-star

	 31	 Fruit cocktail 
fruit

	 33	 Requirement for 
many returns

	 34	 Storybook bear
	 35	 Start of a sad 

tale
	 36	 Span before a 

spin
	 37	 Mine car
	 39	 Support for a 

proposal
	 42	 Court event
	 43	 Matisse at an 

easel
	 44	 Ordinal suffix
	 45	 Ale vessel
	 46	 Musical based 

on “Madama 
Butterfly”

	 47	 “__ the loneliest 
number”

	 48	 Pads in trees
	 50	 Gooey stuff
	 53	 Breakfast in a 

box

	 55	 African threat
	 57	 __ golf
	 59	 Pep squad 

syllables
	 61	 Med. school 

class
	 63	 Doo-wop 

syllable
	 64	 “Baseball 

Tonight” 
network

	 66	 Abandon, as a 
plan

	 67	 On __: hot
	 69	 Women’s 

magazine since 
1939

	 70	 Spring bloomers
	 71	 Investor’s 

concern
	 74	 Factory platform
	 77	 Charles of R&B
	 79	 Overhead 

expense?
	 80	 Landscaper’s 

supply
	 82	 Home in the 

woods
	 84	 Golf club spec
	 85	 Theater and 

dance
	 88	 Update 

equipment, in a 
way

	 89	 Swamped
	 91	 Santa 

__ Valley: 
California wine 
region

	 94	 Things to worry 
about

	 95	 Asian 
peninsula

	 96	 Scacchi of 
cinema

	 98	 Full moon and 
terrible twos

	101	 Daily bigwig
	102	 Sports
	103	 Stand out in a 

field
	104	 Central 

courtyards
	105	 Reznor of Nine 

Inch Nails
	106	 H.S. exams
	107	 __ Sketch
	108	 Indoor design
	111	 Ticks off
	112	 Corn Belt sight
	114	 Nike 

competitor
	115	 Obfuscates
	116	 Button 

alternative
	118	 Refrain syllable
	119	 Generic Guy in 

“Dilbert”
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BY PAT MYERS

In Week 1280, we asked you to 
insert “air quotes” into a word, 
then define it.  “T‘rump’ ” had 
already been done, not just in one 
of our own air quotes contests, but 
by the entire world. 

4th place
Pr“ogress”ive:  Hillary. — D.T., 
Washington (Jeff Contompasis, 
Ashburn)  

3rd place
Per“ha”ps: Yeah, we should 
definitely do lunch sometime! 
(Danielle Nowlin, Fairfax Station)   

2nd place and the fart-
noise-maker and euro-
motif toilet paper 
“Colon”ialism: Exploiting another 
country till you’ve rectum. (Kathy 
El-Assal, Middleton, Wis.)   

And the winner of the 
Lose Cannon:
Be“lie”ve me: When a speech 
begins with this phrase, you know 
what to expect. (Brian Allgar, Paris)  

‘Not’able:
Honorable mentions
F“rat p”arty: “Man, this cheap 
beer tastes weird!” (Rob Huffman, 
Fredericksburg) 

“Mad”onna: “I thought I told you 
to take a bath. No, it doesn’t count 
if you just sit there on top of the 
water like that. JESUS, JUST GET IN 
THE TUB!” (Danielle Nowlin) 

B“onan”za: Discovering your 
father’s stash of Playboys. (Chris 
Doyle, Denton, Tex.)

Cele“brat”e: “It’s my party and I’ll 
cry if I want to.” (Drew Bennett, 
West Plains, Mo.)

Hy“pot”hesis: “Hey, dude, I was 
thinking, like, what if, you know, 
like, wouldn’t that be awesome?” 
(Roy Ashley, Washington) 

Jer“USA”lem: Foreign city with an 
irritating bit of America stuck in its 
middle. (Kevin Dopart, 
Washington) 

M“anus”cript: Pages of rejected 
novel used as toilet paper. (Robert 
Schechter, Dix Hills, N.Y.) 

Peg“gy P”eterson: “$130,000 
and she’s still talking? What a rip-
off!” — D. Dennison, Washington 
(Jesse Frankovich, Grand Ledge, 
Mich.) 

R“oy” Moore and Har“vey” 
Weinstein: Aunt Yetta warned me 
about guys like that. (Elaine 
Lederman, Strasburg, Va.) 

Tech“nologic”al advancement: A 
software update that now requires 
three steps to do what used to take 
one. (Jon Gearhart, Des Moines) 

Ther“mom”eter: What you check 
to see if you are going to need a 
sweater. (Peter Ashkenaz, Falls 
Church, a First Offender) 

Z“ucch”ini: Zucchini. (Brendan 
Beary, Great Mills, Md.)

Adole“scent”: “Honey, it’s 
definitely time to wash those gym 
clothes.” (Rick Haynes, Boynton 
Beach, Fla.; Rob Huffman)

“RIP”ple effect: Why do celebrity 
deaths always seem to come in 
threes? (Dima Llanos, Middleton, 
Wis., a First Offender) 

“Lite”rature: “Man, this new 
James Patterson is great!” (Rob 
Huffman) 

“Hide”ous: “That vase you got 
me? Oh, I put it away so the kids 
won’t break it.” (Danielle Nowlin) 

An“them”: A patriotic song that 
“those people” won’t stand for. 
(Kevin Dopart) 

Ba“star”d: When you’re one, you 
think you get to do anything. (Jeff 
Contompasis) 

Ca“tech”ism: Online Bible study. 
(John Hutchins, Silver Spring) 

B“ED”bug: A problem in the sack.  
(Tom Witte, Montgomery, Village)

Dec“AF”: “This coffee is so 
@%!#*ing lame.” (Melissa Balmain, 
Rochester, N.Y.) 

Com“putin”g:  How the Russians 
managed to hack the U.S. 
elections. (Brian Allgar) 

H“ILIGH”T:  My best alternative 
fact. — K. Conway (Jeff Strong, 
Fairfax, a First Offender)  

Discr“EPA”ncies: What auditors 
found in Scott Pruitt’s travel 
vouchers. (Chris Doyle; Jesse 
Frankovich) 

E“NRA”ged: Mad as hell that that 

the government wants to take your 
guns away.  (Chris Doyle)  

Ho“t rum p”unch: Many folks 
thought it sounded good until they 
woke up and realized what a big 
headache it caused. (Hildy 
Zampella, Alexandria) 

Im“pot”ent: Too high to even try. 
(Deanna Busick, Knoxville, Tenn.)  

L“ex”us:  She got the car. (John 
McCooey, Rehoboth Beach, Del.) 

Immig“ration”:  This year we’ll 
take a few non-swarthy Europeans 
. . .   (Jeff Hazle, San Antonio) 

P“ass”ing lane:  The shoulder.  
(John Ramos, Duluth, Minn.)

Re“tire”ment: So much free time 
now! I can do any . . .  
zzzzzzzzzzzzzz . . . .”(Rob Huffman)

S“love”nia:  What Melania left 
behind years ago. (Kevin Dopart) 

Yo“ga”: “How was class? Oh, did 

you know there’s a hole in the back 
of your pants?”  (Frank Osen, 
Pasadena, Calif.) 

Cy“bern”etics: How Sen. Sanders 
plans to stay viable for another 
presidential run. (Jesse 
Frankovich)

V“ale”dictorian: Beer pong 
champion. (John Hutchins) 

Sports Il“lust”rated: The 
Swimsuit Issue.  (Dan Helming, 
Maplewood, N.J.)

T“rue”:  Describing something 
that, while accurate, would have 
been better left unsaid (e.g., “Your 
sister sure looks hot in that bikini”). 
(Mark Raffman, Reston) 

“Ass”ociation:  “I’m with stupid.” 
(Luke Baker, Columbia) 

Bom“bs”hells: Your daily White 
House tweetstorm.  (Kathy El-Assal)

E“norm”ous: The average size of 
Middle America’s middle.  (Kevin 
Dopart)

Cli“mate”: Conditions that 
determine whether your partner 
runs hot or cold. “The cli‘mate’ in 
my bedroom has been chilly ever 
since my wife caught me watching 
our neighbor sunbathing topless.” 
(Jon Gearhart) 

And Last: Sym“pat”hy: However 
much the Empress might feel, it 
won’t get you any ink. (Jesse 
Frankovich)

Still running — deadline Monday 
night, June 18: our contest to 
use a word from the National 
Spelling Bee in a short poem. 
See  wapo.st/invite1283. 

THE STYLE INVITATIONAL

Hij‘inks’: Winning ‘air quotes’

New contest for Week 1284:
Same difference 

The difference between the World Cup and 
armpit hair: This year, more Americans will be 
watching their armpit hair. 

l Alex Ovechkin’s smile
l a Roach Motel
l The print version of The Washington Post 
l dust bunnies
l the World Cup
l Florida Man
l Kim Jong Un’s Porta­John
l a pound of scrapple 
l Oscar Wilde
l Cold, hard facts
l armpit hair
l a North Korean beach vacation 
l a deck of 51 cards
l an emotional­support peacock
l the new Duchess of Sussex
l edible glitter
l Justify’s tail
l a coffee mug with a ceramic snake head inside

“Our similarities outweigh our differences,” it’s often
said by the hopeful. For this perennial contest, the 
Empress will take similarities or differences, whatever’s 
funnier. This week: Explain how any two of the items 
in the list above are similar, different or otherwise 
linked, as in the example so handsomely illustrated by 
Bob Staake. One positive note: The last time we did this 
contest, 14 months ago, one of the items was “World War 
III.” And that never happened! 
Submit entries at the website wapo.st/enter-invite-1284 
(all lowercase).

Winner gets the Lose Cannon, our Style Invitational 
trophy. Second place receives an ultra­cool, if ultra­
creepy, large ceramic mug with a ceramic rattlesnake tail 
for a handle, scales on the outside . . . and the rest of the 
snake — culminating in a fangs­out ceramic snake head 
— coming right up the inside. From Invite fan Mary Ellen 
Stroupe, who got it at the Rattlesnake Museum in 
Albuquerque. 
Other runners-up win our “You Gotta Play to Lose” Loser 
Mug or our Grossery Bag, “I Got a B in Punmanship.” 
Honorable mentions get one of our lusted­after Loser 
magnets, “We’ve Seen Better” or “IDiot Card.” First 
Offenders receive only a smelly tree­shaped air 
“freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). Deadline is 
Monday night, June 25; results published July 15 
(online July 12). See general contest rules and guidelines 
at wapo.st/InvRules. The headline ‘Hij‘ink’s” was 
submitted by both Kevin Dopart and Tom Witte; Kevin 
and Brad Alexander sent the honorable­mentions 
subhead. Join the lively Style Invitational Devotees group 
on Facebook at on.fb.me/invdev. “Like” Style Invitational 
Ink of the Day on Facebook at bit.ly/inkofday; follow 
@StyleInvite on Twitter.

THE STYLE CONVERSATIONAL The Empress’s weekly 
online column discusses each new contest and set of 
results. Especially if you plan to enter, check it out at 
wapo.st/styleconv.

Diversions

L.A.  TIMES SUNDAY PUZZLE

Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

BY  JACQUELINE BIGAR 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | June 17: This year you have many opportunities to choose from. The real issue will be 
deciding which one appeals the most to you. Others will become more in touch with your multifaceted personality. 
If you are single, there is no reason except a personal choice to remain single. You are likely to meet someone 
very exciting by your next birthday. If you are attached, the two of you relish each other’s company. Leo knows 
how to warm up your feelings.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
Opportunities to express your 
strength and determination 
emerge. Others might chill out or 
slow down when you express your 
energetic personality. Your 
popularity emerges because of a 
new, more-relaxed attitude. You 
naturally do and say the right thing. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Don’t push a loved one past their 
limits. You might feel as if you can’t 
change your interactions. Decide 
to be more direct about whatever it 
is you desire. Recognize that you 
need to express your thoughts 
more often. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
Communication flourishes, and you
seem to feel more connected to 
others than you have in the recent 
past. Honor a fast change of pace. 
Take time for a conversation that 
opens up a new way of thinking for 
you or the other person involved. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
Use care with your finances, and 
don’t go overboard when 
expressing your feelings. Do a 
better job of listening. You could be 
involved in a difficult conversation. 
Know that you are unlikely to be 
able to change someone else’s 
mind. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Your upbeat personality will help 
take the edge off someone else’s 
so-so mood. Remain sensitive to 
this person’s needs. Understand 
your limits, and let others know 
when you have had enough. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Take your time answering someone 
else’s questions. This person might 
be concerned about a mutual 
friend. Listen and make 
suggestions. Do your best to avoid 
a problem or hassle. Open up to a 
new opportunity, but do not 
commit to anything just yet. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
Be sensitive to a friend who wants 
your support as well as your 
company. Don’t allow minor details 
or any mild discomfort to get in 
your way. Look at your current 
situation as “mind over matter.” 
Use caution with overspending. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Realize how many people look to 
you for advice. You tend to enrich 
the quality of others’ lives. Your 
smile helps warm up a difficult 
matter. Do not accept someone 
else’s negativity. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You might opt to go on a day trip or 
partake in some other type of 
adventure. Getting away will be 
beneficial. You will see difficult 
situations with new eyes, given 
time and space. Trust what you feel 
and see. Do not rely on hearsay or 
opinions. 

HOROSCOPE

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Deal directly with a key person 
about a money commitment or 
agreement. You might feel as if you 
will achieve the goals you want as 
long as you remain focused. A 
meeting could be instrumental to 
your weekend. You have reason to 
celebrate. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Your efforts finally see some 
results. A key person in your life 
becomes more attentive and 
caring. You could be delighted by 
this person’s support and 
attention. Allow your efforts to be 
examined and pulled apart. Your 
instincts serve you well. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Your caring ways attract others. A 
discussion could be difficult to 
hear. Others see you as a sensitive, 
loving person. You might get 
involved in a disagreement. 
Remain mellow with a friend who 
could be demanding. 

“SEABEES” 
By PAWEL 
FLUDZINSKI

ACROSS
	 1	 Scrabble 

accessories
	 6	 Long-grained 

rice
	 13	 Cajun 

crustacean
	 20	 Target reader 

of a series 
of guides, 
facetiously

	 21	 Odysseus, e.g.
	 22	 Struck a chord
	 23	 Kids’ eager 

query
	 24	 Subject of an 

1857 Elizabeth 
Gaskell 
biography

	 26	 Seal predator
	 27	 Really enjoy, 

with “in”
	 28	 ’80s police show 

partner
	 29	 Better, to a 

rapper
	 31	 Proprietors’ 

places
	 35	 Generous limit?
	 36	 “I’m __”: 

“Dragnet” line
	 40	 Organization 

that really 
counts

	 43	 Meet with 
privately

	 45	 Tearjerker need
	 46	 Enriched
	 48	 Nautical time 

units
	 49	 Actor Morales
	 50	 Tourism prefix
	 52	 Mojito flavoring
	 53	 Like some 

portrait photos
	 55	 Unyielding
	 56	 Having four 

sharps
	 57	 Tribute group
	 59	 Phoenix-to-

Albuquerque dir.
	 60	 Gill openings
	 62	 Like the 

Valkyries
	 64	 “No Limit Top 

__”: 1999 rap 
album

	 65	 Stress, they say
	 66	 Shows obvious 

anger
	 68	 Teddies, e.g.
	 70	 Seehorn of 

“Better Call 
Saul”

	 72	 Diamond stats
	 73	 R&B singer __ 

Marie
	 74	 __ Dumbledore, 

Hogwarts 
headmaster

	 77	 Poetic time
	 78	 Microbrewery 

choice
	 80	 Play date
	 82	 RSA ruling party
	 83	 “Yeah, so?”
	 85	 Logician’s “E”

	 86	 Either of 
baseball’s 
Griffeys

	 87	 Food stamp?
	 88	 How the 

euphoric walk
	 89	 “The Godfather” 

catchphrase
	 92	 Lost 

intentionally
	 94	 Rockefeller, e.g.
	 96	 Bletchley Park 

analysts
	 98	 Trueheart of 

comics
	 99	 Bass ending
	100	 Business bigwig
	101	 Worshiping 

figure
	102	 One of a deck’s 

pair
	104	 “Star Trek” 

villain
	106	 Scottish resort 

town known for 
its whisky

	109	 Ghee, e.g.
	116	 Low area
	117	 Settled 

accounts, so to 
speak

	118	 Big wardrobe
	119	 Almost off
	120	 Salad choice

	121	 Low-quality 
material, 
idiomatically

	122	 Castaway’s 
place

DOWN
	 1	 Bad guy in 

the song 
“Copacabana”

	 2	 Month before 
Nisan

	 3	 Team that 
hasn’t won a 
Super Bowl 
in its 50-year 
existence

	 4	 Brando’s “A 
Streetcar 
Named Desire” 
role

	 5	 Chateau __ 
Michelle winery

	 6	 Antacid option
	 7	 Olympians, e.g.: 

Abbr.
	 8	 One-named 

Colombian 
singer

	 9	 Scuff, e.g.
	 10	 Often-injured 

knee part, 
briefly

	 11	 Confucian path

	 12	 IOC part: Abbr.
	 13	 It’s seen on 

carousels
	 14	 Marbled cut
	 15	 “Give it __”
	 16	 One of many 

Seuss village 
residents

	 17	 Put on
	 18	 Product, say: 

Abbr.
	 19	 Capital of 

Denmark?
	 25	 Nice cup?
	 27	 Consult with the 

doctor
	 30	 Him, to Henri
	 32	 Figure in red
	 33	 Indigenous
	 34	 Defiant 

challenge
	 36	 Fashion model 

Wek
	 37	 Amateur sport 

since 1893
	 38	 Connected, in a 

way
	 39	 Annoy
	 40	 Mating game
	 41	 Flip chart holder
	 42	 Roswell sighting
	 44	 Sequence sung 

like “Twinkle 
twinkle”

	 47	 Less cool
	 51	 Perp processing 

area
	 54	 Sylvie’s seraph
	 56	 “It __”: formal 

self-identification
	 57	 Reached an 

apex
	 58	 Cold War 

capital
	 61	 Singing syllable
	 63	 “Frozen” 

snowman
	 65	 Catch a bug
	 67	 Evening on 

Etna
	 68	 Small fishing 

boat concern
	 69	 Taunt
	 70	 Recover from a 

crash
	 71	 Bum
	 73	 Place to keep 

leaves
	 75	 Over-__: sports 

wager
	 76	 Boatloads
	 78	 Michael of 

“Arrested 
Development”

	 79	 Prepare for 
impact

	 81	 Summer hire, 
perhaps

	 84	 Claim to call
	 86	 Erstwhile CIA 

rival
	 87	 Algebra staples
	 90	 Year abroad
	 91	 Casual Friday 

casualty?
	 93	 Bond rating
	 95	 One whose 

business 
is mostly 
overhead?

	 97	 Lion or tiger
	102	 Banter
	103	 Nutritional stds.
	105	 Mother of Ares
	107	 Ointment 

additive
	108	 Mature eft
	109	 Pixar Studios’ 

specialty, for 
short

	110	 __ cit.: footnote 
abbr.

	111	 Bore, as a cost
	112	 Yank’s 

opponent
	113	 “Dude!”
	114	 Underground 

org.?
	115	 How-

__: instruction 
books

	116	 “__ lied”
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What better for a sleepy 
morning than a rattlesnake 
head in your coffee cup?

BOB STAAKE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST


